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Handbook on Regional Economic Resilience, Edited by Edited by Gillian Bristow
and Adrian Healy, published by Edward Elgar
The Handbook on Regional Economic Resilience (p.320),
Publication Date: 2020, is a collection of articles addressing a
cutting-edge question of the twenty-first century: Why are some
regions more economically resilient than others? The handbook
provides critical contributions capturing both key theoretical
debates around the meaning of resilience, its conceptual
framework, utility, and empirical interrogation of its key
determinants in different international contexts. The list of
contributors includes authors belonging to the proponent scholars
of this research subject, along with acknowledged academics in
the scientific fields of regional science, regional economics, and
economic geography.
The handbook consists of 17 chapters (including the Editors'
introduction and the conclusion) and is organized into three parts.
The first part contributes to a conceptualization of regional
economic resilience, unraveling its complex configuration in
equilibrium, evolutionary, economic, and geographical terms. The second part illustrates the
demanding process of measurement of economic resilience, while the third part provides
insightful empirical case studies on the concept. The handbook offers a range of methodological
approaches and rich empirical analyses of regions around the world and explores key theoretical
debates and emerging pathways for the application of resilience in policy and practice.
This handbook is suggested for (i) researchers and academics, who work in economic
geography and regional studies and require insights into the breadth of debate on regional
economic resilience; (ii) practitioners and policymakers, who work in regional economic
development and experience a broad empirical approach to resilience; and (iii) Ph.D. students,
who are interested in doing research in the subject of regional economic resilience and need to
shape an overall picture of this research subject.
Overall, the Handbook on Regional Economic Resilience is a collection of quality papers
shaping a concise picture of the conceptual, methodological, and empirical framework of
regional economic resilience, a property conceived in the context of complexity ruling regional
economic systems light. The handbook is driven by an interdisciplinary way of thinking and is a
must-to-have book for regional scientists, geographers, economists, engineers, and other scholars
activating in spatial analysis and research.
The Contributors to the Handbook are:
P. Benczur, E. Beqiraj, G. Bristow, J. Courvisanos, M. Cowell, G. Di Bartolomeo, P. di Caro,
M. Di Pietro, D. Diodato, E. Evenhuis, R. Hassink, A. Healy, X. Hu, A. Jain, E. Joossens, T.
Kitsos, A.R. Manca, K.K. Mardaneh, R. Martin, B. Menyhert, N. Pontarollo, Y. Psycharis, C.
Serpieri, P. Sunley, V. Tselios, M. Tsiapa, J. Vincente, A. Weterings, and S. Zec
The Table of Contents of the Handbook is:
Chapter 1. Introduction to the Handbook on Regional Economic Resilience
PART I: CONCEPTS AND THEORY: CONCEPTUALIZING REGIONAL ECONOMIC
RESILIENCE
Chapter 2. Regional economic resilience: evolution and evaluation
Chapter 3. Regional resilience: an agency perspective
Chapter 4. Adaptation, adaptability and regional economic resilience: a conceptual
framework
Chapter 5. New directions in researching regional economic resilience and adaptation
PART II: MEASURING REGIONAL ECONOMIC RESILIENCE
Chapter 6. Quo Vadis resilience? Measurement and policy challenges: using the case of Italy
Chapter 7. Ranking regional economic resilience in the EU
Chapter 8. A guide to patterns of regional economic resilience
Chapter 9. Building a policy-relevant resilience measure: beyond the economic perspective

152

Regional Science Inquiry, Vol. XIV, (1), 2022

Chapter 10. Putting adaptive resilience to work: measuring regional re-orientation using a
matching model
Chapter 11. Economic resilience in Great Britain: an empirical analysis at the local authority
district level
PART III: THE EMPIRICAL ANALYSIS OF REGIONAL RESILIENCE
Chapter 12. Unraveling the driving forces of networks on regional resilience capabilities
Chapter 13. Exports and regional resilience: evidence from Greece
Chapter 14. Resilience in regional business cycles across the Benelux
Chapter 15. Interpreting and defining economic resilience: regional resilience in policy
practice
Chapter 16. Supranational policy and economic shocks: the role of the EU’s structural funds
in the economic resilience of regions
Chapter 17. Conclusions and reflections
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